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Advent Carol Service
ENTRANCE HYMN
1. Hail to the Lord’s anointed,
Great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed,
His reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression,
To set the captive free;
To take away transgression,
And rule in equity.

3. Kings shall fall down before Him,
And gold and incense bring;
All nations shall adore Him,
His praise all people sing;
For He shall have dominion
O’er river, sea, and shore,
Far as the eagle’s pinion,
Or dove’s light wing can soar.

2. He shall come down like showers
Upon the fruitful earth;
And love, joy, hope, like flowers,
Spring in His path to birth:
Before Him on the mountains
Shall peace, the herald, go;
And righteousness, in fountains,
From hill to valley flow.

5. O’er every foe victorious
He on His throne shall rest,
From age to age more glorious,
All-blessing and all-blest.
The tide of time shall never
His covenant remove;
His Name shall stand forever,
His changeless Name of Love.

ADVENT LIGHTS - The song Advent Lights will be sang while the candles on the
wreath are lit.
The first light of Advent will glow while we are watching,
Shining in the darkness as promise of God’s love;
Shining in the darkness as promise of God’s love.
The second light of Advent will glow in preparation
Shining in the darkness as promise of God’s love;
Shining in the darkness as promise of God’s love.
The third light of Advent will glow while we are waiting
Shining in the darkness as promise of God’s love;
Shining in the darkness as promise of God’s love.
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WELCOME
1. READING – Genesis 3: 8-15
The man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden in
the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the
garden. But the Lord God called to the man. "Where are you?" he asked. "I
heard the sound of you in the garden," he replied. "I was afraid because I was
naked, so I hid." "Who told you that you were naked?" he asked. "Have you
been eating of the tree I forbade you to eat?" The man replied, "It was the
woman you put with me; she gave me the fruit, and I ate it." Then the Lord God
asked the woman, "What is this you have done?" The woman replied, "The
serpent tempted me and I ate.''
Then the Lord God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, be
accursed beyond all cattle, all wild beasts. You shall crawl on your belly and eat
dust every day of your life. I will make you enemies of each other: you and the
woman, your offspring and her offspring. It will crush your head and you will
strike its heel.''
The word of the Lord.

HYMN:
Refrain: Wait for the Lord, his day is near. Wait for the Lord be strong take
heart!
1. Prepare the way for the Lord. Make a straight path for him. R.
2. The glory of the Lord shall be revealed. R.
3. Rejoice in the Lord always. He is at hand. R.
4. I waited for the Lord; he heard my cry. R.
5. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord our God. R.

2. READING- Isaiah 9: 1, 5 – 6
The people that walked in darkness
has seen a great light;
on those who live in a land of deep shadow a light has shone.
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For there is a child born for us,
a son given to us
and dominion is laid on his shoulders;
and this is the name they give him:
Wonder – Counsellor, Mighty – God,
Eternal – Father, Prince-of-Peace.
Wide is his dominion
in a peace that has no end,
for the throne of David
and for his royal power,
which he establishes and makes secure
in justice and integrity.
From this time onward and for ever,
the jealous love of the Lord of hosts will do this.”
The word of the Lord.

HYMN:
1. The Race that Long in Darkness pined,
Have seen a glorious Light;
The people dwell in day, who dwelt
In death’s surrounding night.
2. To hail Thy rise, Thou better Sun,
The gathering nations come,
Joyous as when the reapers bear
The harvest treasures home.
3. To us a Child of Hope is born,
To us a Son is given,
Him shall the tribes of earth obey,
Him all the hosts of heaven.
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4. His Name shall be the Prince of Peace,
For evermore adored,
The Wonderful, the Counsellor,
The great and mighty Lord.
5. His power increasing still shall spread,
His reign no end shall know:
Justice shall guard His throne above,
And peace abound below.

3. READING- Isaiah 11: 1 – 9
A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse,
a scion thrusts from his roots:
on him the spirit of the Lord rests,
a spirit of wisdom and insight,
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. (The fear of the Lord is his
breath.) He does not judge by appearances,
he gives no verdict on hearsay,
but judges the wretched with integrity,
and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the land.
His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless,
his sentences bring death to the wicked.
Integrity is the loincloth around his waist, faithfulness the belt about his hips.
The wolf lives with the lamb,
the panther lies down with the kid,
calf and lion cub feed together with a little boy to lead them.
The cow and the bear make friends, their young lie down together.
The lion eats straw like the ox.
The infant plays over the cobra's hole;
into the viper's lair the young child puts his hand.
They do no hurt, no harm, on all my holy mountain,
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters swell the
sea.
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The word of the Lord.

HYMN:
1. O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
2. O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free
Thine own from Satan's tyranny
From depths of Hell Thy people save
And give them victory o'er the grave
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
3. O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night
And death's dark shadows put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
4. O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heavenly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.
5. O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height,
In ancient times did'st give the Law,
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In cloud, and majesty and awe.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel.

4. READING -Micah 5: 1 – 5
The Lord says this:
You, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
the least of the clans of Judah,
out of you will be born for me the one who is to rule over Israel;
his origin goes back to the distant past, to the days of old.
The Lord is therefore going to abandon them till the time when she who is to
give birth gives birth.
Then the remnant of his brothers will come back to the sons of Israel.
He will stand and feed his flock with the power of the Lord,
with the majesty of the name of his God.
They will live secure, for from then on he will extend his power to the ends of
the land. He himself will be peace.
The word of the Lord.

HYMN:
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus
Born to set thy people free
From our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in thee
2. Israel's strength and consolation
Hope of all the earth thou art
Dear desire of every nation
Joy of every longing heart
3. Born thy people to deliver
Born a child and yet a king
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Born to reign in us forever
Now thy gracious kingdom bring
4. By thine own eternal spirit
Rule in all our hearts alone
By thine own sufficient merit
Raise us to thy glorious throne

5. READING - Matthew 3: 1–12
In due course John the Baptist appeared; he preached in the wilderness of
Judea and this was his message: ‘Repent for the kingdom of heaven is close at
hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah spoke of when he said:
A voice cries in the wilderness;
prepare a way for the Lord
make his path straight.
This man John wore a garment made of camel hair with a leather belt around
his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea
and the whole Jordan district made their way to him, and they were baptised by
him in the river Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a number of
Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers,
who warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? But if you are
repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, and do not presume to tell yourselves,
‘We have Abraham for our father,’ because, I tell you, God can raise children for
Abraham from these stones. Even now the ax is laid to the roots of the trees, so
that any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut down and thrown on
the fire. I baptize you in water for repentance, but the one who follows me is
more powerful that I am, and I am not fit to carry his sandals. He will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit and fire.
The word of the Lord.
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HYMN
1. On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh.
Awake and harken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!
2. Then cleansed be every breast from sin;
And furnished for so great a Guest.
Yea, let us each our hearts prepare
For Christ to come and enter there.
3. For Thou art our Salvation, Lord,
Our Refuge, and our great Reward.
Without Thy grace our souls must fade
And wither like a flower decayed.
4. Lay on the sick Thy healing hand
And make the fallen strong to stand;
Show us the glory of Thy face
Till beauty springs in every place.
5 All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.

6. READING- Luke 1: 26 – 38
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of the House of David;
and the virgin's name was Mary. He went in and said to her, "Rejoice, so highly
favoured! The Lord is with you." She was deeply disturbed by these words and
asked herself what this greeting could mean, but the angel said to her, "Mary,
do not be afraid; you have won God's favour. Listen! You are to conceive and
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bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He will be great and will be called
Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor
David; he will rule over the House of Jacob forever and his reign will have no
end." Mary said to the angel, "But how can this come about, since I am a
virgin?"
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you," the angel answered, "and the power of
the Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so the child will be holy and
will be called Son of God."
"I am the handmaid of the Lord" said Mary, "let what you have said be done to
me." And the angel left her.
The word of the Lord.

HYMN:
1. The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
"All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady." Gloria!
2. "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady." Gloria!
3. Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
"To me be as it pleaseth God," she said.
"My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name."
Most highly favored lady." Gloria!
4. Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk through-out the world will ever say:
"Most highly favoured lady." Gloria!
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Lisa Mears – There is no Rose of such virtue
BIDDING PRAYERS
OUR FATHER
HAIL MARY
FINAL PRAYER AND BLESSING
FINAL HYMN:
1. Long ago, prophets knew
Christ would come, born a Jew.
Come to make all things new;
Bear his People's burden,
Freely love and pardon.
Refrain:
Ring, bells, ring, ring, ring!
Sing, choirs, sing, sing, sing!
When he comes,
When he comes,
Who will make him welcome?
2. God in time, God in man,
This is God's timeless plan:
He will come, as a man,
Born himself of woman,
God divinely human.
R.
3. Mary, hail! Though afraid;
She believed, she obeyed.
11

Advent Carol Service
In her womb God is laid;
Till the time expected
Nurtured and protected.
R.
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